anita@anitavandenberghe.com
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

U3A BOI <editor.u3a.boi@gmail.com>
Thursday, November 26, 2020 10:26 AM
anita@anitavandenberghe.com
[Test] U3A December 2020 Newsletter

View this email in your browser

DECEMBER 2020
u3aboi.org.nz
U3A Bay of Islands, PO Box 833, Kerikeri 0245 u3a.bay.of.islands@gmail.com

From the Chair
From the Chair
Here comes Summer and the garden, weeds and kikuyu are growing fast. As we
get to work in the garden don’t forget the golden rule – stay safe! I forgot it
recently and as a result, I am now nursing a cracked rib resulting from a fall from
a ladder. So be careful out there!
2020 has been an extraordinarily difficult year for the whole world - truly another
annus horribilis. Up here in Northland, U3ABoI has been fortunate to escape
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the worst of the Pandemic, but it has still had an impact on most of our groups
and led to the delaying of our AGM by over 2 months. It is encouraging to see
that we are now back to normal with a good attendance at our October General
Meeting and all groups meeting with several new groups underway.
It is nearly time for us to take a break. Most groups will continue through
December and some will be winding up this month. There is no General Meeting
this month and there will be no Newsletter for January, with most members
taking a well-earned break. Details of new groups starting in February are shown
below and our next General Meeting is scheduled for Monday 15 February with
an interesting guest speaker. After a disrupted year, we are looking forward to a
successful 2021 in U3ABoI.

Finally, on behalf of your Committee, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
happy and healthy 2021. I look forward to seeing you all again in February,
refreshed and ready for another enjoyable year with U3ABoI. The next
Newsletter will be at the beginning of February.
Dennis O’Brien

Group Convenor's Report
We started up the Ancient Astronomy group and are still looking for a few
more participants interested in Oceanography and the History of India.
Both groups are DVD based.
The Oceanography group will be starting up on February 10th in the
afternoon. It will deal with everything to do with oceans, seafloor, waves,
currents, tsunamis, life in the oceans, sea-shore, pollution etc.
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The History of India group will start with the first people settling there,
through the Mughal Empire, the East India Company, the Raj to modern India,
the influences of religions and philosophies spreading throughout. A decision
about the start has not been made so far but is likely in February as well.

Pam Jenkins would like to recruit a few more members into
the Shakespeare Group. She writes:
What is interesting to me and what we may discuss is how Shakespeare
influenced the language we speak today and how Elizabethan exploration must
have influenced him. Yet we know so little about his personal life; so much is
conjecture. That's why we watched the film 'Shakespeare in Love' at the
November meeting. Why was that film so popular? Why were his plays so
popular in his own time that he retired to Stratford a wealthy man and a
gentleman? What is it about Shakespeare that his work still has relevance for us
today, not just in the English speaking world. He still speaks to us across four
centuries.

The Climate Change and Impact on Life Group, Golden Age of Islam
Group and the Group dealing with Understanding Human Behaviour
will be coming to an end after their final meeting in December.
Ulrike Novak

Report on the recent activities of the Thursday Current
Affairs Group
This year discussion topics have not been hard to find, if anything we have been somewhat
spoilt for choice.
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Just as our attention on Brexit and the subsequent British elections and machinations of
those sagas began to slip from our view Covid 19 bestrode the world’s stage and the reactions
of our own Government and that of many other countries to this crisis was given a regular
and thorough airing.
Then of course we had the endless fascination of Donald Trump and the car wreck that is the
American political system to discuss and put right for them. I am sad to report that all our
excellent solutions to their ongoing nightmare have not so far been taken up by the American
Legislature. In all this surfeit of international discussion topics, we always manage to find
time to look at local issues, count our new bridges and admire our endless roundabouts. Not
to mention of course attempting to solve Kerikeri’s never-ending traffic congestion problem
on behalf of our Council who are approaching the problem with its usual glacial speed.

Our discussions are always far-ranging and invariably produce bits of information from the
group that are new to me and I am sure to other members of the group and I invariably finish
the day logged on to the internet seeking more information on some esoteric snippet that a
member has surprised me with. This only goes to emphasize the single most important value
of U3A membership. YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD TO LEARN

Clive Blake
Current affairs Group
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A Christmas treat and warm welcome awaited us when we gathered at the Packhouse
Cafe last Tuesday. On a cool day that had shed some needed rain U3A members relished
the chance to catch up with old friends and meet new.

Important dates to put in your diary for 2021
General Meeting February 2021
Date: 15 February 2021
Time: 10am - 12pm
Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Speakers: Group presentation from the Art Group
Guest speaker: Mr Michael Newbery, Engineer
Topic: "Expansion of the Panama Canal" - Michael's experience with the
project

The Institution of Civil Engineers website features a writeup on Michael's background.
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General Meeting April 2021
Date: 19 April 2021
Time: 10am - 12pm
Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Speakers: Group speaker: TBA
Guest speaker: Professor Kim Prisk - Pulmonary medicine
Topic: "Taking your lungs to the Moon" - Kim is involved with the

International Space Station.

The Space-connection online website features a summary of Kim Prisk's research.

Annual General Meeting June 2021
Date: 21 June 2021
Time: 10am - 12pm
Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Speakers: Group speaker: TBA
Guest speaker: TBA
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PLEASE check with your facilitator about the break-up date for Christmas
of your group
To print the PDF version of the Calendar click here
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To print the Schedule click here
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