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From the Chair

Imperceptibly, the days are getting longer. It is so nice to know the summer months are
ahead of us and to watch the spring bulbs start their annual display.
Your committee held its first meeting earlier this month, and I am happy to report that we
blended well together, covered a multitude of subjects, and are working hard to ensure the
smooth running of your organisation.
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Our next General Meeting is to be held at the Cornerstone at 144
Kerikeri Road on Monday 16th August at 10.15am.
The guest speaker will be Thomas Lauterbach, talking about his close friend, the artist and
architect Friedrich Stowasser – better known by his pseudonym Fredensreich
Hundertwasser. This should be a most interesting presentation, particularly with regard to
the recent opening of the civic centre in Kawakawa, and the nearly completed museum in
Whangarei. We drove past the museum earlier a few weeks ago – in the pouring rain – to
admire the addition of the glowing cupola to this remarkable building.

Before Thomas, Keith McNaughton, long-time member and facilitator of the Art House Film
Appreciation Groups, will explain what he gets out of sharing his interests with fellow
members.
Members who attended the AGM in June enjoyed listening to the potted history of U3A
member and past chair John Gibb, who spoke of ‘His Life In 20 Minutes.’ Thanks, John.
As you will see below, subscriptions should be paid by 21 September. These can be made in
cash at the next general meeting, although internet banking is the preferred option.
We have booked the back room at the Packhouse café for High Tea on 9th September
from 2 -4 pm to welcome new members. Everyone is invited to join us there, as these
are most enjoyable social events. There will be an RSVP button in the next newsletter, for
you to indicate your attendance.

Barbara Souster

MEET & GREET and WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS

Thursday afternoon
the 9th of September
at the Packhouse
505 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
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2 - 4pm

Welcome to our most recent new members:
Pam Nelson (returned member)
Polly Stephenson
Anne Rosevear
Felicity Mills
Gerald Plested
Bryan Souster
Please make them welcome in your groups. We know they will enjoy
both the social and intellectual challenges of U3A

Group Convenor’s Report
In my first month as Group Convenor I was amazed to discover that we currently have 36
Groups meeting each month, several twice monthly, 15 of which have room for more and 21
of which have waiting lists.
Groups are a wonderful way to meet other members with similar interests to your own, to
broaden your general knowledge, to contribute your own knowledge and to make new
friends.

The groups are run by enthusiastic Facilitators with keen interest in their topics. I encourage
you to read through the schedules and if any group piques your interest please contact the
group Facilitator. You can refer to the Group Schedules included above for the respective
Facilitator’s contact details.
Group Changes



Just Writing is full. A waiting list has been started
Music Appreciation is full. A waiting list has been started

3





Science, Engineering & Technology has room for two more members
Sketching Drawing and Painting will start at 10:00am until further notice
Ukelele for Beginners is full. A waiting list has been started

Anyone, willing to start up a new group, please contact:
group.convenor.u3a.boi@gmail.com

Ralph O'Hara

We'd like to introduce our 3 new Committee members

Pam Jenkins: Pam was a teacher of English, History, Social Studies and Esol for
about 40 years in West Auckland and Kerikeri. She set up the International Dept at Kerikeri
High School and travelled recruiting international students. For many years she facilitated
in U3A English and History as she's keen to share her knowledge and experiences with U3A
members. She was on the Committee several years ago, first in publicity then as secretary.
She's also an avid reader and a strong believer that we should keep our minds active as we
age.

Sue Greenwood: Sue moved from the Bay of Plenty to Opua two years ago to be
closer to her daughter and her family. She's a retired accountant and teacher. Her main
interest is classical music and she travels to Auckland on a regular basis to listen to concerts
by the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra at the Town Hall. Attending the Music Appreciation
Group meetings of U3A is the highlight of her month.

Ralph O'Hara: Ralph is a retired Chartered Accountant & Insolvency Specialist. In
the past, he's been treasurer and subsequent president of the Thumbs Up Adventure Club
in Auckland and a treasurer of two other community groups. He's a self-trained website
developer and he's built numerous websites for himself and others. Currently,
he's renovating an old school bus (12 mt. long) with his partner Anita to provide an art studio
for her and overflow accommodation for visiting family.
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Facts & Figures from our Group Facilitators
Adventures in Technology Group:
1. Facilitators – Margaret and Nick van der Walt.
2. Time – Meets from 2:00 pm on the second Tuesday of every month.
3. Venue – 23 Riverbank Drive.
4. Current interest - Currently fully subscribed with 12 members.
The Rationale
The world is experiencing the most rapid and fundamental technological change that has
ever taken place in the history of humanity. This is reflected in such technology intense areas
as medical testing, virtual reality, deep space astronomy, facial recognition (enabling social
engineering), electric vehicles, weapons systems, marine exploration, and cybercrime. All of
these make this a fascinating time to observe, discuss and participate in some of these
developments.
Members’ Interests
The Adventures in Technology Group comprises people with an eclectic range of interests,
skills and knowledge. Reflecting this, we cover a wide range of topics that are designed to be
topical, relevant and stimulate discussion. While some members have a strong background
in technology, all have tremendous curiosity, and the result is a lively discussion and some
great fun.
The Approach and Examples
The topics are agreed up to a year in advance with each presenter conducting research and
deciding the most appropriate means to deliver their topic. Presentations are usually
delivered using PowerPoint with one or two short YouTube clips or alternatively using their
research notes.
To read the topics the group has covered over time click here

Nick van der Walt
Nick included two PowerPoint sessions in his briefing as an example. The images below
are part of them.
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A REMINDER
Subscriptions ( still $20 per person per year) are due by
SEPTEMBER 21st at the latest.
As cheques are no longer accepted tender in most banks, we are happy to
collect cash payments if this is easiest at our next General Meeting, August
16th, or, our bank details are: BNZ 02 0352 0020910 000
If there are difficulties either sending or meeting this subscription, please
let me know so arrangements can be made:
membership.u3a.boi@gmail.com
Jean Johnston

Important dates to put in your diary for the next
couple of months
General Meeting August 2021
Date: 16 August 2021
Time: 10.15am - 12.00pm
Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Speakers: Group speaker: Keith McNaughton, Art House Film
Group Facilitator
Topic: 'What's In It For Me'
Guest speaker: Thomas Lauterbach. Thomas was a close friend of
Hundertwasser. He's an artist and one of the nine members of The
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Hundertwasser Trust, Whangarei
Topic: 'My Friendship With Hundertwasser'

Meet, Greet & Welcoming New Members September 2021

Date: 9th September 2021
Time: 2 - 4pm
Where: The Packhouse, 505 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri 0293

General Meeting October 2021
Date: 18 October 2021
Time: 10.15am - 12.00pm
Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Speaker: Group Speaker: Tony Robinson, History Buff and Facilitator of
5 Groups
Topic: 'The Way Hollywood Distorts History': Braveheart, U571, Zulu etc...,
Tony will be comparing historical facts with how the entertainment industry
portrays them
Guest speaker: Bob Bingham, a well-known resident of Kerikeri featuring
with multiple articles in the Northern Advocate
Topic: 'Climate Change & Global Warming'
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WE'D LIKE TO HEAR YOUR OPINION
With one click of the button you can participate in
the committee's decisions
Please press one of the options below to indicate
your preferred starting time for the General
Meetings
(if you experience problems with the below button system you can email your answer
to:

secretary.u3a.boi@gmail.com)

My preferred starting time is: 10.15am

My preferred starting time is: 10.30am

My preferred starting time is: 10.45am

Thank you for your cooperation. We value your input.

The New Zealand Society of Authors would like to invite U3A Members to enter the Heritage
Literary Awards. If you have written and published a book set in New Zealand, or one
that has a nod to our New Zealand heritage, or maybe you're a keen writer of short stories or
poetry this may be the competition for you. Now in its 8th year, the New Zealand Heritage
Literary Awards attracts entries from around New Zealand and the globe and is a fabulous
celebration of stories of our lives. Heritage covers any story from our 'yesterdays', fiction or
non-fiction.
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Please see the link below for more details. This is an event organised by the Canterbury
branch but is open to New Zealanders no matter where they live.

https://nzsacanterbury.wordpress.com/nz-heritage-literary-awards/

Liz Berry, a valued member of U3A passed away on the 23rd June 2021.
The below bereavement notice was published in The NZ Herald (click to enlarge)

The U3A Committee would like to pass on its condolences to her husband, children
and extended family

To print the PDF version of the Calendar click here
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To print the PDF version of the Group Schedule click here
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To print the PDF version of the Waiting List click here
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