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From the Chair  

                              

 Welcome to spring!    

This brings longer days to enjoy, and longer evenings too when daylight saving starts at the end of this 

month. 

We were well entertained and informed at last month’s general meeting, first by U3A facilitator Keith 

McNaughton enthralling us with details of his Art Film Groups, and then by artist Thomas 

Lauterbach with in-depth exposure of his good friend Friederich Hundertwasser, architect and 
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artist. 

Our next General Meeting will be at the Cornerstone at 144 Kerikeri Road on Monday 18th October 

at 10.15 am.  The guest speaker will be Bob Bingham, talking on Climate Change, something we 

can’t ignore.  We can see the effects of human behaviour on the planet almost every time we turn on 

the news. 

Before Bob and morning tea, Tony Robertson, retired history teacher and facilitator of several 

fascinating groups including The History of Medicine, which I attend, looks into The Way 

Hollywood Distorts History to make entertainment, comparing historical fact with 

entertainment.  This should be fun. 

 

       

Update: we had booked the back room at the  

Packhouse Café for High Tea on 9th 

September from 2 -4 pm 

but with the Covid restrictions, we've cancelled The High Tea 

as Delta has arrived and we're in Level 4 at least until next week Tuesday. It was only a matter of time 

until it snuck into the country.  We were fortunate that the initial carrier went south rather than north, 

but it’s a salutary reminder to keep up with your QR scanning or register signing.  Having a record of 

where you – and others – have been is the best form of health insurance on the market – and it's 

free!  Stay safe, everyone.      

  

Barbara Souster  
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Group Convenor’s Report 

  
Here we are, another month has passed and we are back in lockdown.  Level 4 for all of us.  The French 
Conversation Group was planning a very special outing for their September get together - a visit to 

Pompalier House with a guided tour by its new Director.  Let’s hope that the lockdown is over in time 
for it to happen as we have been promised lots of photos and a write-up. 
 

Group Changes: 
Detective Stories has room for one more member. 
Singing For Fun is no longer a U3A Group.  It has morphed and has become something much 
greater, a community choir with over 40 members of all ages and walks of life, a new name and several 

people involved in running/managing it. For more information please contact: 
Christine Cronshaw – email: annachristine@gmail.com 
 
Ted Talks – Here are some Covid related links provided by the Group Facilitator, Diana Sandifer, 

which you can watch during lockdown -  

1. How American and Chinese values shaped the coronavirus response (Huang Hung | TED2020 
2. How COVID-19 human challenge trials work — and why I volunteered (Sophie Rose | 

TEDWomen 2020) 
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3. Can we create vaccines that mutate and spread? (Leor Weinberger | TEDMED 2020) 

For anybody wishing to offer a new group, please let me know so we can arrange it. 
group.convenor.u3a.boi@gmail.com  

Ralph O'Hara 
 

 

 

 

     

A REMINDER 

Subscriptions ( still $20 per person per year) are due by SEPTEMBER 

21st at the latest. 

As cheques are no longer accepted tender in most banks, we are happy to collect 

cash. 

If there are difficulties either sending or meeting this subscription, please let me 

know so arrangements can be made: membership.u3a.boi@gmail.com 

Our bank details are: BNZ 02 0352 0020910 000  

 

Jean Johnston 

 

 

 

Art House Films Group Presentation by Keith McNaughton - review 

What are Art House Films? 

Originally the Art House Film term referred to American films shown outside the commercial 

mainstream circuit where they were expected to make their producers lots of money. Now they are 

mainly independent films, often produced on small budgets, perhaps special in themes, production or 

innovative filming techniques or foreign language films often demanding deeper thought and 

discussion from their viewers. 

Keith McNaughton (a member since the year 2000 and U3A Treasurer for 5 years) is ideally suited to 

facilitate these groups with his interest in Art House since his 60s university days as a veritable 

collector (over 200 and growing) of these films. 

Modestly he prefaced his presentation at the General Meeting on 16 August with: “we choose a film, 

watch it, then discuss it.” Nothing is ever so simple! Keith illustrated the diversity and range of these 

discussions by leading us through just 4 such films; piquing our interest and tantalisingly leaving us 

stranded wanting to know more!  
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4th on the list of the world’s best films ever, he summarised La règle du jeu ( the Rules of the Game) 

directed by Jean Renoir from 1939, as one of the most expensive black and white films ever produced 

at the time, innovative in its use of deep focus lens, it is a critique of corrupt, French society, presented 

as a comedy of manners -reality or artifice; a hunting party of the wealthy, mannered ruling class with 

its decadent culture tossing around and tearing up an unsuspecting stranger who lands among them. 

The film had a tumultuous history, banned in France till the late 40s, yet is still acclaimed today. Then 

there was Grave of the Fireflies an adult animated film of the consequences of the American 

firebombing of Japan during World War 11. A teenager tries to protect and care for his younger sibling 

at great odds when separated from their parents; and Once, a Dublin produced romantic musical 

drama, about 3 people, meeting, busking; their conflicting relationship, with each other and with 

music. Finally, we heard of a New Zealand production: Waru (meaning 8 in Maori) a feature film 

made up of 8 ten minute short films each written and directed by 8 different Maori women film-

makers. 

Thank you Keith. What a mixture of deep issues for any discussion group! There were still 2 places 

left in the Art House Film Groups on Monday but... for how long?   

Jean Johnston 
 

 

Morning Tea at the General Meeting 16th August 2021 
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THOMAS LAUTERBACH'S FRIENDSHIP WITH 

FRIEDENREICH HUNTERTWASSER 

Review 

 
German-born artist Thomas Lauterbach, now a New Zealand citizen with a passion for indigenous 

rights living in Whangarei, wove his 35 years of friendship with Austrian Friedrich Stowasser, better 

known by his pseudonym, Friedensreich Regentag Dunkelbunt Hundertwasser, into an 

often humorous account of the MAN behind the art we all know with its spirals and arabesque lines. 

Over 60 U3A members learnt of Hundertwasser's modest, humble, often romantic outlook on life, of 

his deep desire and passion for the land and its protection, of his spirituality and his positivity, despite 

being controlled and almost crushed by his own fame and the Trust he himself established. 
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Hunderwasser: philosopher, monarchist, activist, ecologist and NZ citizen, loved being anonymous in 

Kawakawa. Planting his trees, building his houses and studio from recycled objects and communing 

with Nature. It was the small snippets we loved: we learnt how he bought basic cheddar and left it on 

the rafters of his home for six months till it was rich and ripe; how he topped up the coffee pot each 

time creating a deep “rich” blend. We also learnt of his rescue on the Cape Brett walk by the Fuller 

Cruiser – Tiger Lily - having to leap into the centre of a rope to be hauled aboard as the sea rolled 

heaved and fell, and how he landed half-submerged in the sea, a treat for the cameras of the tourist 

Japanese on board. How the captain unknowingly commented that he had now become a “famous” 

New Zealander!" 

Controlled by his manager in Vienna, his birthplace, Hundertwasser was pressured by the commercial 

demands of business arising from his paintings, prints and architecture and even 21 years after his 

death his legacy and business interests sadly stifle his wishes. He was never able to acknowledge his 

illegitimate daughter Heidi Trimmel, nor did he have the opportunity to meet her, although he was 

thrilled by her existence. 

We chuckled as Thomas recounted folding the compostable toilet soil over Hunderwasser’s grave and 

planting a tree above, one of his wishes that was able to be enacted. 

Certainly, we all remember Hunderwasser’s Koru flag and its significance for New Zealand and our 

“clean green image.” 

Theirs was an endearing friendship, beginning from a phone call one artist to another. It was obvious 

to us all that Thomas both respected the artist and the man and that 21 years later he treasurers their 

friendship. We certainly were entertained by the genuine presentation and that enduring bond.   

Jean Johnston 
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    HAVE YOU PAID YOUR  SUBSCRIPTION? 

 

late payments; a reoccurring issue  

Did you know that if you don't pay your subscription on time you're no 

longer entitled to receive this newsletter or to participate in U3A BOI 

activities?  

At this time of the year and at every Committee Meeting, the topic of membership contribution comes 

up, always in relation to the delay in payment of some of our members. We brainstorm why this is. Do 

members have difficulties with online banking or maybe access to a bank? Is it complacency, 

forgetfulness or do some members find it hard to come up with the $20? We really don't know. 

 

$20 a year or $1.67 a month is a very reasonable amount of money for all the U3A 

membership provides. 

It gives access to: 

 - two-weekly or monthly Interest groups (some of us go to 4 or 5 groups) 

 - the monthly Newsletter (to keep us connected and up to date) 

 - bi-monthly General Meetings with a variety of Speakers (unexpected topics) 

 - the occasional Excursion (to broaden our horizon) 

 - regular Afternoon Teas (catching up and making new friends) 

 - Christmas celebrations (group BBQs, luncheons, picnics or drinks) 

 

How much time and energy do we, as a committee, need to spend on this dilemma? It's time-

consuming, frustrating and a reoccurring issue every year.  

Please, pay your subscription on time so we can focus on the interesting 

activities. 

 The Committee 
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YOUR OPINION IS IMPORTANT TO US! 

 

The shared lunch at the end of the last AGM was very much appreciated. What do 

you think of each of us bringing a plate to the General Meetings? It means we can 

taste different finger foods while mingling, socializing and getting to know the 

new faces at the end of the meetings.  

 

Please let us know what you think! 

 

With one click of one of the buttons below, you can 

participate in the committee's decisions... 

 

(if you experience problems with the below button system you can email your answer to: 

secretary.u3a.boi@gmail.com)  

 

 

YES, great idea. I'm in for it.  
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NO to bringing a plate. It's too much hard work.  
 

I don't care either way. I go with the majority.  
 

I like the idea of fingerfood but I don't want to bring a plate.  
 

 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. We value your input. 
 

 

 

 

OBITUARY 

  

John Gibb (28 September 1941 - 29th July 2021) former President of the U3A Bay of Islands 

(2011 - 2012) unexpectedly passed away.  He was a much admired and valued member of the 

U3A and many of our members greatly enjoyed his talk  'My life in 20 minutes' at the 2021 

AGM. 

The U3A Committee would like to pass on its condolences to his partner, his children and the 

extended family 

 

 

 

  



11

To print the PDF version of the Calendar click here  
 

 

  

To print the PDF version of the Group Schedule click here  
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To print the PDF version of the Waiting List click here  
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