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From the Chair
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Clocks are forward, evenings are longer, and Christmas approaches. Your committee has been hard at work
arranging a suitable venue for our summer outing, TBA, but possibly 11th December.

Thanks to all of you who responded to our question about a November general meeting. The majority voted to
hold this, so (Covid-19 permitting) we will gather at the Cornerstone on Monday 15th for our final meeting of the
year. Do note the new starting time of 10.30am. We thought we would move this slightly to avoid the end of the
dance class next door.
As mentioned in my email, we are requiring members attending the general meeting to be vaccinated against
Covid-19, and are likely to make this mandatory for groups as well. We need to protect each other!
I think we in the North have dodged a few Delta bullets in the last few weeks, but this cannot last forever.
Once again, the resumption of group activities will be agreed on between the facilitators and members. A bit of
social distancing wouldn’t go amiss, and masks can be worn if you feel more comfortable.
For newcomers to U3A, you may not realise that your committee is understaffed. The constitution requires nine
members, but we currently have seven. I hasten to add that we are filling all requirements to keep the club going,
but if any of you feel you would like to put your hand up and join us, please let me know.

Keep vaccinating, Te Tai Tokerau!

Kia kaha

Barbara Souster

Group Convenor’s Report
Following the drop to Level 2, most of our groups have restarted. But as I write this we have 4 Covid cases in the
community in Northland so we now face the prospect of a return to Level 3 if more cases appear here. It’s frustrating
when meetings are on/off again but we have no choice and we still need to make sure that all meetings comply with
the rules applicable to the respective Level applying at the time of the meeting. The new traffic light system is on
its way too and we are yet to know the full details of how that will work.
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If you have any concerns about attending meetings please discuss them with the facilitator and make your own
decision as to whether or not you attend.
Group Statistics
There are 35 Groups, and 39 Group meetings each month. They are facilitated by 24 enthusiastic
members. Group sizes range from 4 to 16 with the median size group being 10. Most groups are meeting again
under the current level 2 rules & several are waiting for Level 1 or the Traffic Light system.
Group Changes
There are no group changes to report but there are still groups with Room For More. See below for details or check
them out on the Group Schedule in this newsletter. We’ve also included some notes about several groups so you
can get an idea of how much fun it can be to join a group. And, of course, they are educational too.


Current Affairs - room for three more



Detective Stories - room for two more



Music Appreciation - room for one more



Roman History - room for two more

Here are some snippets to whet your appetite. Click on the topics below to read what's going on:
Roman History - Christine Williams
Food - Susie Barlow
Detective stories - Heather Barlow
French For Beginners – Christine Williams
French Conversation – Catherine Gossage
Art History 2 – Iris Steensma
Looking For Something Else? Do you have an idea but aren't sure how to proceed? Click on the
button below and let us know your ideas. We'd love to hear from you.
Why not start a group? Are you enthusiastic, committed and ready to present a topic you're interested

in?

Push the button!

Ralph O'Hara

Click here to post your idea for a new group activity
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Thank you to members who have paid their subs
The Financial year goes from June 2021 - June 2022, so we are almost halfway through the year though with the
interruption of covid it surely seems longer!
You will have received your members' list by the time you read this. Because of privacy issues, only
FINANCIAL MEMBERS have been included and have received it. A reminder to use this only for U3A
business.

Jean and Sue

Proceedings of the Committee

Issues. Discussions. Decisions.

Organization in the time of COVID is ...

... interesting.

- For the meeting planned for the 15th November, the survey returned:
43 for YES
24 for NO
And 5 were unsure or unavailable.
We will be doing more work on the survey ‘buttons’ to identify when a response applies to one or two of you. Thank
you to those who replied

4

- Jean is updating and sending out the membership list. By the end of November, this should be in your email box
or postbox (for six of you).

- Ralph is working on privacy issues for our website.

Member's contact information cannot be made public

without their permission.
- Facilitators have been asked to observe restrictions in their groups and make decisions accordingly.
- We have made other arrangements to thank facilitators and hosts this year, the usual morning tea is not
possible. Our committee supporter Granger Brown has already designed special U3A thank you cards. He

makes all our membership name cards.

Thank you, Grainger.

- Do you all know that Jane Holmes is our almoner? Do let her know if any members are unwell.

-

And thank you Elizabeth Litchfield for accepting a Committee Support role. She will be our

kitchen organizer at General meetings.
- We discussed possible future speakers. If you have any ideas please let Pam Jenkins know.
The committee and support members' contact details are at the bottom of this newsletter.

Jenny Andrew

Welcome to our most recent members:
Don Hamilton
Barbara Marks
Genevieve Utting
Nicky Hawkins
Keith Hawkins
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Dee Dent
Please make them welcome in your groups. We know they will enjoy both the social and
intellectual challenges of U3A

Facts & Figures from our Group Facilitators

Uli Novak's Geology Group
Using the U3A-owned geology DVD set as a guide, we set out to understand the formation of the countryside that
we can encounter in different places. So, a basic knowledge of rocks and their formation and an understanding of
volcanic activity is essential. Furthermore, we have to understand how mountains are formed and then eroded or
weathered away again with the help of rain, frost and the gases in the atmosphere.

The group is pursuing a mix of lectures and outings into our surroundings. Northland has a spectacular mix of
geological features. We can collect rocks, look at volcanoes and the basement rocks that underlie all of the North
Island, look at the formation of different soils, depending on the rocks that were there before and the use of the
land.
Below are images of a recent visit to Te Ahuahu Volcano, Okaihau.
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To print the PDF version of the Calendar click here
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To print the PDF version of the Group Schedule click here
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To print the PDF version of the Waiting List click here
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