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From the Chair
What a treat that was, to be once again holding a general meeting. The members gathered at the beginning of May
were delightfully entertained and informed by both member Jenni Wilson, and Richard Robbins from Island Bird
Song. We learned that Jenni’s husband Earl was the founder of U3A here in the Bay of Islands, and that Richard
did not have to change his surname when he discovered his love of birds!
Most of us wore masks and sat at a distance from each other while listening. But the masks came off at the
opportunity to gather socially between the talks. It was an enjoyable opportunity for a long-delayed catch-up with
fellow members over a biscuit and hot drink. We were also able to make use of the fine weather to adjourn to the
lawn outside.
Covid-19 Cases continue to spread, however, and your committee is not immune from catching the virus. I wish a
speedy recovery to all members who become afflicted.

As you are no doubt aware, our June meeting includes the AGM. If you haven’t already given it some thought,
you may wish to consider joining our committee to help run this wonderful organisation. Application forms are
available and attached to the newsletter.
Just four days after the AGM we will be celebrating our first Matariki public holiday, and the committee thought
it appropriate that the theme of the day will be the place of Matariki in the Maori calendar. I hope we see many
of you there, for the AGM, the presentation, and of course the catered lunch that will follow.

Kia kaha

Barbara Souster
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YOU ARE INVITED

AGM 2022
Date:

20 June 2022

Time:

10.30 - 12.30 pm

Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri

At the end of the meeting, a light lunch will be provided. Please join us.
The Committee
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Please get involved

We welcome nominations for any position in the U3A BOI Committee

Please be aware, the Nomination Form sent out by email on the 20th of May contains the wrong
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email address for the Returning Officer. The above email address is the correct one.

.....................................................................................................................
To download a PDF of the nomination form, click here
To email the form to the U3A BOI Secretary, scan or photograph the completed form and attach
it to your email: secretary.u3a.boi@gmail.com

The Committee

Group Convenor’s Report
The Covid 19 Protection Framework rules at Orange Traffic Light level still apply countrywide. Life at Orange
means more likelihood of Community Transmission so all our groups are taking a cautious approach to the running
of meetings. To help you continue to comply with these rules, here is a link to the official Government Covid 19
website which details the rules relevant to the Orange Light level - https://covid19.govt.nz/traffic-lights/life-atorange/.
Please read these rules to satisfy yourself that it will be safe for you to attend a meeting. If you have any concerns
please discuss them with the group’s facilitator and make your own decision as to whether or not you attend.

Group Statistics
There are 34 Groups and 37 Group meetings scheduled. Five groups are In Recess waiting to see how Omicron
develops and four are On Hold pending the appointment of new facilitators. If you are socially minded and have
the room to facilitate a meeting please consider volunteering to do so.

Group Notifications
Detective Stories: After 3 years of hosting the Detective Stories group, Heather Wheeler has decided to step
away and let someone else take over. Thank you. Heather, for your dedication to making the group a popular
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success.
History of India: History of India starts again in June with the BBC 2007 series The Story of India written
and presented by historian Michael Wood. He explains historical events by travelling to the places where they
took place, examining archaeological and historical evidence at first hand and interviewing historians and
archaeologists, as well as talking with local people. This group has room for more.
Ukelele Fun: Ukelele for Beginners has started again with an updated name reflecting the intent of the group and
Christine Cronshaw has passed the baton to Debbie Stapleford to bring on the fun.
Want to expand your network and meet more members? Then being a facilitator may be right for you. Contact
me for more information – see my contact details below.
Refer also to the Room For More schedule to find other groups that may be of interest to you.

Looking for something else? Why not start a group? Contact me for more
information: group.convenor.u3a.boi@gmail.com

Ralph O'Hara

Looking back:
General Meeting 2nd May 2022
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Guest Speaker: Richard Robbins

Group Speaker Jenni Wilson

Thank you Richard and Jenni for sharing your stories with us

Project Island Song
Richard Robbins, General Manager of Project Island Song, gave an interesting and informative presentation at
the May General Meeting. He explained that with the separation of Zealandia from Gondwanaland, some 70 million
years ago, this land became the repository for many unique animal and plant species that over the millennia
established their own ecosystem. With the arrival of humans some 800 years ago this fragile ecosystem was
devasted. It led to the extinction of 57 bird species.
Project Island Song has seen the establishment of seven pest-free islands in our area with a view to relocating
threatened species. This has resulted in the reintroduction of the Brown Teal (Pateke), the Saddleback (Tieke), the
Whitehead (Popokotea) and the Kakariki along with other reptile, insect and plant species. Each relocation presents
its own challenges. The Rifleman, for instance, must be relocated within a three-hour window. However, despite
this challenge, it is hoped that the call of NZ’s smallest bird will be heard on the islands within the next few years.
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Project Island Song is completely dependent on volunteers and local Iwi for the work they do. Input from the
Department of Conservation, essential in the setting up of the project, is unlikely to continue into the future. Those
who are able to help are asked to make contact through info@projectislandsong.co.nz

Eric Cronshaw

To hear a Rifleman's song

click here

Why I chose to come and live in New Zealand - Jenni Wilson
Jenni Wilson, our speaker on the topic 'Why I chose to come and live in New Zealand', summed it up in one word:
LOVE — she came for the love of a man and his country.
The story of how she found that love started in Reading, UK “when typewriters weren’t electric and everyone did
shorthand” and employment allowed her to “gather a huge vocabulary of long medical words”.

This experience with its long medical words eventually saw her taking a job in Geneva with the World Health
Organisation. There she met Earle who had taken a sabbatical from his work in Otago to work as a consultant
obstetrician-gynecologist for WHO. Eight years later she and Earle were married and several years after that they
returned permanently to New Zealand to make themselves at home in Northland.
Of course, Jenni had much humour to share between the beginning and end of the above paragraph. You can read
Jenni's full speech here. Thank you Jenni for sharing your story with us.
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Earle was a founder of U3A BoI. The minutes of those early meetings to discuss the establishment of our
organisation make interesting and entertaining reading.

Christine Cronshaw

Important U3A BOI dates to put in your diary for 2022

Annual General Meeting 20 June 2022
Time: 10.30 - 12.30pm - Light lunch provided
Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Speaker: Waimarie Muunu. Click here for more info
Group performance: Kapa Haka Kakahu by 20 Kerikeri Primary School Children, facilitated by
Waimarie Muunu. Bilingual Teacher and Facilitator plus Leader for Māori Achievement
If you'd like to read up on what the Kapa Haka stands for click here
General Meeting 15 August 2022
Time: 10.30 - 12.30pm
Where: Cornerstone Church, 144 Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri
Speaker: Group Speaker: TBC
Topic: TBC
Guest Speaker: TBC
Topic: TBC
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS...

Sue Skarupsky
and
Simon Knight
Please make them welcome in your groups. We know they will enjoy both the social and
intellectual challenges of U3A
On that note ... please help us by reminding Megan Evans and Claude Zollinger to register their details,
so they can be contacted and receive their name tags.
New members, at the moment, pay $10.00 until the AGM and our new year.
BNZ 020 352 002 091 0000

The bank account number is always on the

of the newsletter along with the

names and contact numbers of our committee.

Jean Johnston

The 25th anniversary of the U3A BOI is fast approaching (2024)
and we need your input!

Do you ever talk about the 'Old Days?'
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If you are part of U3A BOI since its early years (or later) you have something to contribute. If you
ever told an anecdote to one of your U3A friends that started with: 'Do you remember .....'
then we want to hear from you.

Check your personal 'archive' for that tucked away photo or that nearly forgotten list of
guidelines. What groups did you go to? What outings are etched in your memory? Start jotting
down those fascinating stories so we can share them with the U3A community.

talk to Pam: pmjenkins@xtra.co.nz and tell her which photos or documents you have and
what stories you could share.

The Committee
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To print the PDF version of the Calendar click here

To print the PDF version of the Group Schedule click here
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To print the PDF version of the Waiting List click here

Welfare
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Due to the Covid pandemic, our members have had less opportunity to socialize meaning that group members
might not be aware of ailing health or a serious illness of a U3A BOI member. Please alert Almoner Jane
Holmes if you know of member's personal circumstances in need of our attention.

The Committee

u3aboi.org.nz
U3A Bay of Islands, PO Box 833, Kerikeri 0245 u3a.bay.of.islands@gmail.com
BNZ 020 352 002 091 0000

14

This email was sent to anita@anitavandenberghe.com
why did I get this?

unsubscribe from this list

update subscription preferences

U3A BOI · PO BOX 833 · Kerikeri, Northland 0245 · New Zealand

15

